









November 2, 2007

To the Honorable Gordon Campbell

Dear Mr. Campbell,
    My name is Tim Stoffel, and I reside in Reno, Nevada, USA. I am a
big cat enthusiast, and have been studying African lions for over two
decades. I help care for big cats in a zoo setting. I am very interested in conservation of the great cats, both in the wild and in captivity.
    I have been carrying on a dialog with Walter Rabey, a citizen in your Province. He very rightly expresses a grave concern about a proposal for a new law in the Province of British Columbia that would severely restrict or ban the ownership of large felines like lions, tigers, etc.
    This proposed from an incident back in May of 2007, in which a tiger killed a woman at a cat facility in Bridge Lake. I have studied the circumstances of this incident, and determined that it was a freak accident. It is not the 'vicious mauling' it has been made out to be by the press and the animal rights folks. This is a case of something going wrong during play. This unfortunate incident was made much worse than it had to be by extenuating circumstances having nothing to to with the tiger. (i.e. If the bleeding from the relatively minor wound inflicted had been stopped by simple first aid, this woman would have lived.)
    This tiger was at a facility that is licensed for public exhibition, film work, etc. It was not a 'pet tiger'. But as usual, when ever there is an incident like this, the animal rights groups, such as the BC SPCA call for banning 'pet tigers'. 
    These kinds of incidents are extremely rare, at least here in the
US. I have not closely studied the Canadian statistics for big cat incidents, but they appear to be on the same order as the US statistics. Furthermore, it is the 'pet owners' that have historically had the best safety record, by a significant margin. (You can review the US statistics at http://www.lionlamb.us/lion/CWSA_comments.pdf )
    Banning the private ownership of exotic animals will do virtually
nothing to promote public safety. It will have virtually no impact on
public health. (The risk of getting sick from being near a tiger is
about the same as being near a domestic cat, i.e. nearly zero.)

    The cats will suffer from a ban, in that breeding of them will be greatly diminished. This will irreparably damage the already limited captive gene pool of these magnificent animals. It is very simple. If you don't regularly breed a given species of animal, they go extinct.

     Banning the ownership of animals like these also hurts the keepers of these animals, as the cats and the keepers bond very deeply. These deep bonds have been shown to be beneficial for both animals and humans.
    So I urge you to oppose this proposed legislation. It fights a non-problem while at the same time, needlessly removes the most charismatic of all animals from BC, and maybe someday, the world.

EXTINCTION IS FOREVER!
Tim Stoffel
<My mailing address>   tim@lionlamb.us



